
 

T 0131 244 8437 
F 0131 244 8424 
E edinburgh@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk  

Education Scotland  
W1 Spur 
Saughton House 
Edinburgh 
EH11 3XD 

Textphone 01506 600236 
This is a service for deaf users.  Please do not 
use this number for voice calls as this will not 
connect. 
www.educationscotland.gov.uk Transforming lives through learning

 

 
 
23 April 2013 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Carnwath Primary School and Nursery Class 
South Lanarkshire Council 
 
Recently, as you may know, my colleagues and I inspected your child’s school.  During 
our visit, we talked to parents and children and worked closely with the headteacher 
and staff.  We wanted to find out how well children are learning and achieving and how 
well the school supports children to do their best.  The headteacher shared with us the 
school’s successes and priorities for improvement.  We looked at some particular 
aspects of the school’s recent work, including active learning, interdisciplinary learning, 
pupil voice, French and outdoor education.  As a result, we were able to find out how 
good the school is at improving children's education. 
 
How well do children learn and achieve? 
 
In the nursery class children are enthusiastic about learning.  They choose confidently 
what they want to learn and access independently a range of suitable resources.  
Some children need continued help from staff to cooperate better with each other in 
their play.  At the primary stages children are polite, well behaved and motivated.  
They are developing a good understanding of their own progress.  They have a strong 
voice in the school and influence improvements.  Each child contributes to one of the 
school forums, for example, global citizenship, Fairtrade, health and wellbeing.  Across 
the school children work very well together and willingly take on responsibilities such 
as monitoring energy consumption and contributing to a safer and tidier school.  They 
set up and run the Fairtrade tuckshop. 
 
Across the nursery and school, well-planned use of the eco garden and outdoor 
learning helps children to develop an understanding of caring for the environment.  At 
the primary stages, children are actively engaged with their local community, using the 
wood responsibly and developing their school grounds.  The school is working towards 
its second green flag through Eco-Schools Scotland.  Children share their 
achievements within and outwith school and record and reflect on these in their home 
planners which they discuss with parents.  As part of the school’s health week, 
children across the school gained skills in basic first aid.  Through the ‘Bikeability’ 
training, children are developing a greater awareness of road safety and cycling skills. 
 
Children in the nursery class are progressing well in their learning.  They listen well to 
other children and adults during play activities but need more help to extend their 
vocabulary.  They can recognise the initial sounds in words and most have an 
awareness of letter names.  Their skills in using books to find interesting information 
need to be developed further.  Most children are making suitable progress in early 
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numeracy and mathematics.  At the primary stages, children are progressing very well 
in English language and literacy and mathematics and numeracy.  They express their 
thoughts and feelings clearly and articulately.  They read, discuss and reflect upon a 
wide range of fiction and non fiction texts.  Standards in writing are high across the 
school.  In mathematics and numeracy, children apply their learning well in different 
contexts.  Most children are able to explain their thinking to show their understanding 
of numerical processes.  They are accurate in their mental and written calculations.  
They need more practice in solving mathematical problems.  In the nursery children 
are learning the importance of healthy eating.  At the primary stages, children can 
identify what they can do to develop and maintain their own health and wellbeing.  
Children benefit from learning French across the nursery and primary school and by 
P7 have increased their competence in listening, talking, reading and writing. 
 
How well does the school support children to develop and learn? 
 
In the nursery staff involve parents actively in their child’s learning.  They now need to 
extend children’s learning more through their play activities.  Staff in the nursery and 
primary school work very effectively with other professionals to support children who 
require additional help.  At the primary stages, children benefit from timely intervention 
to support their learning.  As a result they show a noticeable improvement in their early 
literacy skills.  At the upper stages, children are developing their skills in critical 
thinking and analysis.  Support assistants provide very good support to individual 
pupils, particularly those with social and emotional needs.  Effective approaches to 
supporting children with English as an additional language are impacting well on their 
achievement.  Across the school, staff should continue to improve approaches to 
assessment in mathematics in order to ensure that tasks are always at the right level.  
In the nursery and at the primary stages staff have embraced the philosophy of 
Curriculum for Excellence and plan a broad range of experiences for children across 
areas of learning.  In the nursery there is an appropriate balance of both planned and 
responsive activities.  At the primary stages, staff help children to make meaningful 
connections in their learning through interdisciplinary learning.  They are working 
together productively with the nursery to revise programmes of study in science, health 
and wellbeing and social studies.  We have asked staff to ensure they plan carefully 
for progression in children’s knowledge, understanding and skills.  Staff work 
effectively with associated schools and nurseries to support children at key points of 
transition. 
 
How well does the school improve the quality of its work? 
 
Staff in the nursery and at the primary stages evaluate children’s learning regularly and 
use this information to bring about improvements.  They share good practice on an 
informal basis and engage in professional discussion with colleagues in other schools.  
The recently-appointed headteacher has a clear vision for the school.  She is building 
effectively upon the existing strengths and has accurately identified areas for 
improvement.  Staff seek the views of parents regularly and responded promptly to 
issues raised in a recent school survey.  Staff now need to improve approaches to 
tracking children’s progress in order to support learning across the curriculum.  There 
is a very positive ethos of teamwork among staff.  The principal teacher provides an 
effective model of teaching and assists very well in supporting school improvement.  
Staff willingly take on additional responsibilities, for example by attending networks 
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organised by the education authority and by leading developments within the school.  
The school is well placed to continue to improve. 
 
This inspection found the following key strengths. 
 
• Motivated and confident children who contribute very well to the life of the school 

and the wider community through their involvement in decision-making. 
• Approaches to developing children’s competence in French across the nursery and 

school. 
• The positive, welcoming and inclusive ethos.  
• Partnership with parents in the nursery to improve learning.  
• Teamwork and staff commitment to work together to improve the nursery and 

school and the headteacher's vision for the school. 
 
We discussed with staff and the education authority how they might continue to 
improve the school and nursery class.  This is what we agreed with them. 
 
• Continue to involve staff in developing children’s knowledge, understanding and 

skills across the curriculum. 
• Improve approaches to assessing and tracking children’s learning across the 

nursery and school. 
 
What happens at the end of the inspection 
 
We are satisfied with the overall quality of provision.  We are confident that the 
school’s self-evaluation processes are leading to improvements.  As a result, we will 
make no further visits in connection with this inspection.  The local authority will inform 
parents about the school’s progress as part of the authority's arrangements for 
reporting to parents on the quality of its schools. 
 
 
 
 
Noreen Connaughton 
HM Inspector  
 
Additional inspection evidence, such as details of the quality indicator evaluations, for 
your school can be found on the Education Scotland website at 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/inspectionandreview/reports/school/primsec/Carn
wathPrimarySchoolSouthLanarkshire.asp. 
 
If you would like to receive this report in a different format, for example, in a translation 
please contact the administration team on the above telephone number. 
 
If you want to give us feedback or make a complaint about our work, please contact us 
by telephone on 0141 282 5000, or e-mail: complaints@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk or 
write to us addressing your letter to the Complaints Manager, Denholm House, 
Almondvale Business Park, Livingston EH54 6GA. 


