
Carnwath Primary School and Nursery Class Parent Council 

 

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 4th October 2016 

 

 

Present:  G Ramsay, P Easton, J Waddell, A Robertson, L MacLennan, J Kane.  

 

Apologies: J Stewart, R Walker, C Davidson, E Jones, A Moffat, S Alexander. 

 

 Minutes for the previous AGM reviewed – no issues arising. 

 

Chairpersons Report: 

 G Ramsay welcomed everyone to the meeting 

 The Halloween movie night has been moved to Thursday 27th October with a 

fancy-dress prize for each class. 

 Xmas Fair update – 13 stalls booked in, raffle tickets have been ordered with a 

£100 Marks and Spencer’s voucher donated by the parent council.  We will be 

looking for donations of home baking and for the jar and bottle tombola. 

Volunteers will be needed to set up in school the day before the fair and on the 

day. Miss Whitefield has also confirmed that the choir will be singing. 

 

Head Teachers Report: 

 

 Since our last meeting we have had Tom Renwick in school working on developing 

mental maths with all pupils and staff and also leading a parental workshop.  

Both events seemed to be well received from the comments on the evaluations. 

 Mrs Alexander, Mrs Porteous and Mrs Shearer took part in the Catch Up 

training last week.  This is a programme designed to help children to build 

confidence and develop their knowledge and skills in numeracy.  Once we have 

had a meeting to discuss how best to use this within school the ladies will start 

to work with a few children.  We will monitor the success of the method as we 

go along. 

 



 I will be attending a Children in Scotland conference on Friday.  It is entitled 

‘Placing Numeracy at the Heart of Learning’ and will, I hope, add value to our 

work on developing attainment and achievement in numeracy. 

 We have had one of two visits from staff at the Goethe Institut who have 

provided learning outdoors workshops in German for our older children.  They 

will return on Monday to do the same with the younger children.  This is an 

opportunity for the children to learn some German in a fun, game-based way.  

 Nursery parents have been offered both ante pre-school and pre-school talks by 

members of nursery staff.  This is a good opportunity for parents to hear what 

and how their children will be learning and also to find out what they can do to 

support their child’s education. 

 22 P6 and P7 children have been trained in the Scotland Reads paired reading 

approach.  They are now supporting younger children by reading with them 4 

days a week.  This is helping the children develop reading skills and fluency and 

also helping them to build confidence.  Training has been offered again this year 

to parents. 

 We currently have a chess lunchtime club and a yoga after school club running 

and Mrs Smart is about to start her Scripture Union club again. 

 Last Wednesday we were awarded our Good Diabetes Care in School Award.  

This was a fantastic opportunity to say ‘thank you’ to the staff who support our 

children with Type 1 diabetes. 

 Primary 7 are currently at Lockerbie Manor for their week’s residential visit.  

They visited Wiston Lodge on the way and thought it was fabulous. 

 We will be having a computer refresh around the October holiday so there will 

be a few days without computer access. 

 The school photographer will be coming on the 25th October to take individual 

and family photographs. 

 I am currently involved in 2 South Lanarkshire initiatives: 

• I am part of a Tracking and Monitoring working group with the aim of 

reviewing how schools track and monitor pupil progress and producing guidance 

on how this should be carried out 

• I have also joined the HT Trios work.  I have been linked with Forth 

Primary School and Rigside Primary School.  Across the year we will share our 

practice and reflect together.  We will support each other to learn and develop.  

It is always good to work in partnership with others and I hope that my work 

with the other HTs will add value to Carnwath Primary School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dates of Meetings and Events 2016/2017: 

 Tuesday 8th November 2016 7pm 

 Tuesday 17th January 2017 7pm 

 Tuesday 21st February 2017 7pm 

 Tuesday 21st March 2017 7pm 

 Tuesday 9th May 2017 7pm 

 

Christmas Fair – Saturday 12th November 2016 12-3pm. 

 

The next meeting of the Parent Council will be Tuesday 8th October 2016 at 7pm. 

 

ALL WELCOME 

 


