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At Carnwath Primary School and Nursery Class we recognise the need 

to reduce the Cost of the School Day for all our pupils and particularly for 

our pupils who are already experiencing poverty.  We examine the 

School Day through the following headings; Uniform, Travel, Learning, 

Friendship, School trips, Eating, Fun, Clubs and Home learning. 

 

Uniform 

Carnwath Primary School uniform is:  

black sweatshirts 

 

 

yellow polo shirts 

 

 

grey or black trousers/skirts 

 

Families can purchase uniforms from ALJ Industrial, 18 Bloomgate, 

Lanark, Tel: 01555 665715 and online at https://www.aljonline.co.uk/ .   

We do not insist on badged sweatshirts/poloshirts and items and similar 

items from other shops without the logo are absolutely fine so please 

don’t feel pressured into paying for the more expensive version.  

We also have an established ‘pre-loved’ collection which includes school 

and nursery uniform and parents are welcome to visit at any time during 

the school year and select any items they need.  This is a great way to 

recycle perfectly good uniforms when your children grow out of clothes 

so quickly. 
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Travel   

The majority of our children travel to school on foot. Transport is 

provided by the Local Authority for children within the catchment who 

live one mile or more from the school. We are aware that this could 

mean some children are not able to attend after school clubs and we 

therefore ensure that we have lunch time activities as well as after 

school. We are also keen to make alternative arrangements should any 

child who is entitled to school transport wish to attend an after school 

activity so please contact us if you are struggling with this. 

 

Learning  

Children at Carnwath Primary School do not need to pay for any core 

learning activity. Pens and pencils are provided and young people do not 

need to bring their own equipment. Our homework position statement 

encourages children to read at home every day and children are always 

welcome to borrow books from the school library for this purpose. Young 

people in receipt of Free School Meals do not need to pay for transport 

or school trips as this is covered using the Pupil Equity Fund. However, 

any parent who feels they would struggle with the cost of an event 

should contact the head teacher to ensure their child won’t miss out on 

any opportunity. 

 

Friendships 

We ensure that any pupil experiencing poverty-related bullying has a 

way of reporting this in confidence. There is a robust anti-bully policy 

within the school which is based on the South Lanarkshire Policy ‘Treat 

Me Well’, and the issue is regularly discussed with children. Along with 

the parent council, we intend to gather the views of our young people 

and families on the Cost of the School Day and involve them in decision 

making around this. We will regularly revisit our practice and evaluate it, 

ensuring we are doing as much as we can to support parents and 

children. 

 

 



 

School Trips 

Currently our trips are planned each year by class teachers and are 

linked to an educational topic being covered in class. We aim to keep 

the cost of these as low as possible. We try to reduce the cost by 

ensuring we apply for any grants that are available and by inviting 

visitors into the school instead of us going to visit them. The Parent 

Council are very supportive with this area and frequently contribute to 

trips. As mentioned before, children who receive Income Related Free 

School Meals are not expected to pay for trips and any other parent who 

feels the cost of a trip is a barrier to their child participating, should 

contact the school to discuss. 

 

Eating at school 

Last school year we had 23% of pupils who were in receipt of Free 

School Meals.  We are aware that there may be a stigma associated 

with a free lunch however, due to the process we use for ordering 

lunches, children are unaware of who receives these and who does not.  

We estimate that approximately 95% of pupils who are eligible for Free 

School Meals take up their entitlement.  In order to increase that 

percentage we intend to offer support for applications throughout the 

year.  

 

Fun Events 

Carnwath Primary School and Nursery Class recognise that events 

planned for enjoyment can actually put added pressure on to families.  

We currently look carefully at attendance and participation in these 

events in order to see if there are any poverty-related patterns that 

require action.  As with school trips, our Fun Events are planned 

carefully in an annual calendar to ensure there is no period of time 

where several events run at once. We ensure activities are made 

available to all children regardless of whether or not they can afford it. 

We currently fund raise by organising dress down days however these 

are limited to one per year. The Parent Council organise one sponsored 

event per year but again, we understand that not all families are able to 

contribute so they are also proactive when seeking other ways to raise 

funds such as applying for grants, bag packing events and establishing 

links with local businesses and supermarkets. 



 

 

School Clubs 

At Carnwath Primary School and Nursery Class we have a variety of 

clubs running throughout the year. There is no charge per young person 

to take part. Any equipment or resources required for these clubs is 

provided by the school.  

 

Home Learning 

We try to reduce the cost of learning at home as much as possible by 

limiting tasks children are required to do at home and ensuring children 

have access to Google Classroom. Homework is not linked to our 

Behaviour Policy. 

 

Summary 

We are very clear that the Cost of the School Day is an area that 

requires constant vigilance and will not be ‘fixed’ by any one action.  In 

our Improvement Plan we will continue to consider the impact of this in 

everything we do.  

If you have any comments or suggestions, please contact the Head 

Teacher, Mrs Jennifer Bradford who will be happy to discuss these with 

you.  

 


