
 

 

WHAT WILL MY TIMETABLE LOOK LIKE? 

 

The agreed model will run across our 4 Clydesdale schools: 

Based on 2m distancing and the school capacity to ensure that this requirement can be safely 

accommodated, pupils will return on a 50% school time rotation:  

Block 1: 

Thursday/ Friday/ Monday/ Tuesday/ Wednesday (Group A) 

Block 2: 

Alternate Thursday/ Friday/ Monday/ Tuesday/ Wednesday (Group B) 

Groups will be based alphabetically (approximately A-L/ Mc-Z). Please note that in some cases we 

will have made some accommodations to this to allow for class sizes to meet agreed class number 

requirements and to ensure teacher continuity. 

 

Rationale 

At Biggar High we have decided to run this model as it ensures that the learning experiences for 

our young people cover all curricular areas in year groups and in senior school in particular gives 

continuity of teacher and full time allocation to chosen subjects on the 5 day blocks that pupils are 

in school. This will ensure that the transition ‘out of lockdown’ will be as seamless as we can make 

it. 

This approach is also easiest to manage in terms of registration/ class size allocation and allows 

siblings to be in school together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Details 

To minimise contact senior classes and S3 will run in three blocks- periods S1-3/ 4+5 and 6+7 

S4-S6 subject columns A/B and C will run Monday to Wednesday and Columns D/E on 

Thursday/Friday- this ensures pupils have continuity of teacher and subject in the senior phase. 

S3 will also have blocks of subject time based on a three-block model over the school day, almost all 

with their original timetabled teacher. 

S1/2 will have more movement but will either remain in a practical (max 10) or non-practical (max 

15) set across most of each whole school day. 

As far as possible, Core PE/ PSE and RME will be fitted into this model as appropriate in a way that 

minimises pupil movement between classes/ around the school. 

As things stand, school day timings will remain the same- there may be some minor staggered times 

at entry point to school in morning, lunchtime and departure points at end of school day to avoid 

unnecessary congestion. 

Pupils will be issued (posted to home addresses) with individual timetables and calendar days 

outlining when they should attend from August week beginning 22nd June.  

Teaching staff will utilise in-school time to maximise teaching content and set up pupils with relevant 

and appropriate coursework to be completed at home during their ‘out of school’ block and this will 

be delivered and monitored mainly via our Google Classrooms. 

 

HOW WILL I GET TO SCHOOL? WHAT ARE THE TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS? 

South Lanarkshire Council will endeavour to ensure that transport arrangements will be in place for 

all our pupils who are entitled to free school transport who are attending on this 50% rotation. Social 

distancing requirements make this a challenging task as bus capacity is capped at around 20%. 

Where possible, parents will be encouraged to transport pupils to and from school safely if possible 

to alleviate any bus capacity pressures.  

If this is the case and you are able to bring our child to school using your own transport we would 

encourage you to drop off your child at a safe place away from the school to avoid unnecessary 

congestion within school parking and drop off areas at the start and end of each school day. More 

information on this will follow in the summer holiday as SLC continue discussions with transport 

providers. 

 

 

 

 

 



WHAT WILL MY CLASSROOMS LOOK LIKE? 

All classrooms in the school will be organised to ensure safe social distancing- 15 in normal 

classrooms and safe agreed numbers in practical rooms (maximum 10). 

Hand sanitisers will be situated directly outside classrooms and all pupils/ staff expected to sanitise 

hands thoroughly before entering classrooms.  

Classroom layouts are designed to ensure safe space at all times. Teachers will need to retain a 2 

metre distance from their pupils as well and this will limit their ability to ‘work the room’ as would 

happen in normal circumstances. 

 

WHAT WILL THE DRESS CODE BE? 

Our agreed school uniform will remain as expected mode of dress. Pupils doing PE may be allowed 

to wear PE kit to school if they have PE in the morning slots and then change into uniform- we will 

look at the practicalities of this and inform you of the procedures on this before the start of the new 

session in August. We feel that pupils are used to wearing uniform to school and we hope this helps 

to maintain a sense of pride in their school/belonging/ normality for them during what has been 

such an unsettling time for all. 

 

WHAT ABOUT THE WAY THE SCHOOL IS CLEANED? HOW WILL YOU ENDEAVOUR TO MINIMISE 

RISK? 

All the actions we are taking are designed at every stage to minimise risk. The school has an agreed 

plan for regular deep cleaning of regularly used surfaces- desk/ chairs/ bench surfaces, handles, push 

plates etc. and these will be cleaned on a daily basis by our cleaning team. We are awaiting definitive 

advice re. classroom furniture-  pupils and staff may be asked to use antiseptic wipes to wipe down 

their own desk and chair at the beginning and end of a teaching block to ensure surfaces are kept as 

clean as possible and there will be special bins in each class to deposit used wipes. 

 

HOW WILL INTERVALS AND LUNCHTIMES OPERATE? 

We are presently looking at ways to ensure that pupils can enjoy intervals and lunchtimes in safe 

social spaces and that we avoid queuing/ bottlenecks that compromise the 2m distancing rule. 

We are looking at break out areas for groups and will do our best to plan to create indoor and 

outdoor spaces that are as comfortable as possible for our pupils. Schools are being encouraged to 

ensure that pupils remain within the perimeter of the school at all times during the school day and 

we will look at our ability to do this safely as part of our planning programme. Safety advice 

encourages minimising pupil movement both within school and with regards to the local community 

and we would expect pupil to adhere to this guidance. 

We are looking at ways of minimising throughput at our school canteen and will continue to 

investigate ways of ensuring that service is safe and efficient. Pupils may want to bring in packed 

lunches or use a new canteen app to pre-order food. Under social distancing guidelines our main 

Street area can only accommodate around 50 pupils and, as noted, we are looking at ways of 

creating safe spaces elsewhere in the school at social times for year groups/ social groups. 



WHAT SORT OF SIGNAGE and MARKINGS WILL BE PUT UP? 

Although it is important to ensure that all in our school community follow social distancing rules 

while in and around the school building, we will endeavour to ensure that surface and marking 

displays are appropriate and not too heavy-handed or intimidating, but do emphasise key messages 

of hygiene and social distancing. A full generic risk assessment and safe system of work plan has 

been carried out for the school and this will be modified as our planning processes continue to be 

refined and take shape. 

 

WHAT ABOUT TOILET FACILITIES? 

Pupil toilets will be modified and marked as appropriate to take into account the need for proper 

social distancing and again the need for effective hygiene procedures will be emphasised.  

 

WHAT EQUIPMENT/ MATERIALS CAN MY CHILD BRING? 

All pupils will still be encouraged to bring their bags to school but we would ask that parents/ pupils 

ensure that external surfaces of bags are cleaned/ dis-infected before pupils depart for school and 

that pupils get into the good habit of checking that their bags contain only the essential items for 

each school day. 

Each pupil will be given a plastic wallet (including a show me board, marker pen and cloth) at the 

start of the next term and will use this equipment as required in classes as social distancing will 

preclude our teachers from working closely with pupils and physically marking their work. Pupils will 

be expected to have their own equipment (pens. pencils, ruler, rubber, sharpener . . . ) to avoid the 

need to share/ loan any such equipment or have to ask for materials in class. Pupils can add their 

own material into this wallet from day one and should ensure that this equipment is cleaned 

regularly. If there are any financial issues re. accessing equipment before the August return please 

let us know of this in advance. 

Jotters and text books can be carried in bags and each subject team will decide whether to keep 

some pupil materials in class or not. As much information/ material  as possible will be posted on 

Google classrooms as back up/ support to enable pupils to access any coursework content/ 

materials. Pupils will be asked to carry bags with them at all times and not leave them lying around 

at social intervals. We will look at locker distribution as soon as it is practicable to do so but lockers 

will not be available until social distancing rules allow for this. Lockers will be emptied on weeks 2 

and 3 by an agreed rota and key deposits returned at that time. 

We are presently looking at individual arrangements re. musical instruments etc. and more details 

will follow once agreed risk assessments has been carried out on these areas. 

 

 

 

 

 



WILL HOME LEARNING REMAIN THE SAME? HOW WILL MY CHILD BE SUPPORTED AT HOME? 

The nature of home learning will change/ adapt from our present situation. Google classrooms will 

obviously continue but be used more now as a homework tool rather than a full teaching platform. 

Teaching staff will be planning in school lessons with more of a focus on content and thus allowing 

practice/ application of this content to be carried out at home. In effect, with the 50% class 

approach, teachers may be teaching the same lessons twice over a two week period but will ensure 

that- as far as possible- marking, feedback and general support continue in class both in school and 

through the remote classroom set-ups. There should be less requirement for pupils to contact staff 

through the remote classrooms, but of course if requests for support/ advice are made teachers will 

respond as soon as they can within the constraints of being back in school and teaching a full 

timetable.  Having pupils in class for 50% of the time should allow staff to do more directed support 

and reinforcement of key skills as part of each pupil’s in-school delivery but you should be aware 

that teaching staff will be committed to teaching full weekly timetables and most of the formative 

and summative assessment feedback and required support will be offered when pupils are in school. 

 

WHAT ABOUT PUPILS WHO REQUIRE ADDITIONAL SUPPORT? 

The health and wellbeing of all our pupils is paramount. We know this has been and continues to be 

a stressful time for many and our hope and expectation is that the vast majority of our pupils will be 

happy to get back into the routine of school life. We are aware however that some pupils will 

require more support and a more patient, nurturing approach if, for whatever reason, they carry 

anxiety about returning to school. The more advance notice we have of this the more we can 

prepare to support and our Pupil Support team- and indeed all staff- will be as supportive as ever in 

ensuring that all our pupils feel as comfortable and as settled as they can be on their return. 

With regards to pupils with additional support needs, the traditional deployment of classroom 

assistants will of course no longer be feasible with the social distancing protocols in place in 

classrooms. We are already looking at ways of ensuring that pupils who require additional support 

are still provided with this and are exploring ways in which technology and safe working 

environments can be established to ensure that, wherever possible, this support can continue. We 

now have access to remote video and audio facilities through Google Meets which may allow the 

potential for home support to those who require it when they are on the out of school 50% rotation. 

Over the period of lockdown teaching staff have been experimenting with a range of ways to make 

learning more engaging and more differentiated. We obviously plan to continue to share this 

innovative practice across all staff and ensure that this development continues and become 

embedded as excellent practice. 

 

WHAT ABOUT PE? 

We are strongly in favour of making sure that our pupils access as full a curriculum experience as 

possible and this includes Health and Wellbeing/ PE. The PE team are looking at ways of ensuring 

they can deliver an effective experience for all our young people within the safety constraints 

dictated by social distancing rules. 

 

 



WHAT ABOUT PARENTAL ACCESS WITH THE SCHOOL? 

You will be fully aware that all risk assessments in relation to our present circumstances are 

designed to limit/ minimise contact. 

We will all be aware that this pandemic has changed in many ways the way we communicate. If 

there is a situation where any parent wants to contact the school this would be done as per normal 

procedure through a phone call to the main office, or e-mail to the office address or to your child’s 

Pupil Support teacher. 

In essence, this will remain the same. If, after initial discussion there is an identified need for 

communication beyond a phone call or e-mail we would be inviting any parent where possible to 

meet with us remotely to discuss any relevant issue, or if this were not possible to arrange a meeting 

in school that would allow a conversation to take place in a space which conformed with existing 

social distancing and health and safety guidelines. 

In relation to any pupil illness or pupil attendance at an appointment outside of school, parents 

would be invited to wait in our reception area or at the pick-up point and the pupil would be 

brought to you. 

Parents will not be able to drop off materials to pupils (usually equipment they have forgotten/ 

lunch money etc.) as would normally be the case as again we are trying to minimise throughput and 

contact over the course of the school day. In such a circumstance, the school will endeavour to 

provide pupils with whatever they need to support their learning and wellbeing for the rest of that 

day. 

 

PUPIL ILLNESS 

At this time we would strongly recommend that if your child is in any way feeling unwell before the 

start of any school day that you consider keeping your child at home until they are fully recovered. 

Our existing pupil illness and emergency coronavirus protocols will still be in place, but you will be 

aware of the sensitivities around any pupil displaying certain symptoms which may appear to be 

COVID related causing anxiety to both pupils and staff within our school environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADDITIONAL FAQs 

I hope this provides you with a base of information with regard to our plans and preparations for 

August. I will issue another bulletin along with individual pupil timetables at some point during the 

last week of term (week beginning 22nd June). 

This future bulletin will hopefully address any other pertinent issues and will include details of how 

we plan to support pupils who for whatever reason may not be able to attend school in August and a 

more detailed overview of our first week’s activities. 

School will start on the 12th as staff will have one in-service day to prepare on Tuesday 11th. 

If there are any issues arising out of this initial correspondence please let me know and I will hope to 

be able to offer further guidance/ re-assurance as required. I am sure there will be additional 

questions you may wish to ask and I would encourage you to do so as the questions you generate 

will help to supplement additional information bulletins designed to re-assure you about your child’s 

welcome return to us in August. 

 

Yours in partnership, 

 

Robert 


